
Ever wondered how LHSAA
Classification works? 

Classification and districting are changed in odd years to
become effective in even years. Changes in classification and

districting are made at regular two-year intervals.
Classification from 2025-26 to go into effect for 

the 2026-27 & 2027-28 school years. 



Schools submit certified enrollment
numbers by October 15th

LHSAA staff verifies enrollment numbers.

For basic classes, schools are split into
football schools & non-football schools

Step 1:  Enrollment Numbers



Step 2: Basic Classes are created
Football Schools:

5A - 4A - 3A - 2A - 1A

Schools are ordered from smallest enrollment to
largest enrollment and then divided to create

equal or nearly equal classes. Schools have the
option to play up in classification or division. 

non-Football Schools:
b - c
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STEP 3: Split into Divisions/Districts by sport 

AFter Basic classes are made, schools are then split into
divisions based on how each sport is structured. postseason
divisional groupings are specific  to the sports of football,
basketball, baseball, and softball for the postseason. For
example, Basketball is split as seen below.
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STEP 4: Making districts 

once the basic groupings
are finalized, districts are
formed based on
geographic locations of
the members.

Schools are grouped
regionally to create the
appropriate number of
districts with equal or
nearly equal numbers of
schools in each district.



STEP 5: Classifiaction Meeting Process 

The classification and districting process can
include up to three meetings before the committee
that are open to member schools and the public. 

During these meetings, enrollments are verified,
classifications are created, district proposals are
reviewed, and schools are given opportunities to
provide feedback or appeal placements before the
Executive Committee gives final approval.



Once approved by the Executive Committee, the
classification and districting plan becomes final.

Once all classes, divisions, and districts are
finalized, they remain in place for two years until
the next reclassification cycle.

This classification process is tedious and extensive,
as the LHSAA staff works collaboratively with
member schools and the Classification Committee to
ensure every school is placed in the best possible
classification based on enrollment, location, and
school type.

The appeal process gives schools an opportunity to
be heard and allows the committee to reconsider
where schools will be placed for the next two
years. These classifications are not made overnight
and require a great deal of hard work and
preparation from all parties involved.

Once approved by the Executive Committee, the
classification and districting plan becomes final.

Once all classes, divisions, and districts are
finalized, they remain in place for two years until
the next reclassification cycle.

This classification process is tedious and extensive,
as the LHSAA staff works collaboratively with
member schools and the Classification Committee to
ensure every school is placed in the best possible
classification based on enrollment, location, and
school type.

The appeal process gives schools an opportunity to
be heard and allows the committee to reconsider
where schools will be placed for the next two
years. These classifications are not made overnight
and require a great deal of hard work and
preparation from all parties involved.

STEP 6: Finalization
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