The Best Thing | Saw at State: From Heartbreak to Hero —
Redemption for St. Charles Kicker Tyler Milioto

By Ethan W. Anderson
The Best Thing | Saw at State is a new column that brings to life the moments that make high

school sports so meaningful. Through the stories, emotions, and details that often go unseen at
the state championships, it captures what the box score can't.
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NEW ORLEANS, LA — After missing an extra point that would have tied the Division Il Select
State Championship Game with just 35 seconds remaining, St. Charles Catholic senior kicker
Tyler Milioto thought it was over.

He was wrong.

Archbishop Shaw recovered the ensuing onside kick and appeared just 35 seconds away from
claiming its second straight state championship. After a kneel-down, a Shaw Eagle removed his
helmet and tossed it into the air in celebration, believing the game had ended. The
unsportsmanlike conduct penalty pushed the Eagles back to their own 34-yard line, and with St.
Charles holding two timeouts, the door cracked open.
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Two more kneel-downs later, Shaw was forced to punt. The kick traveled just eight yards before
going out of bounds. Suddenly, there was a chance.

St. Charles took over at the Shaw 32-yard line with 17 seconds remaining. A quick completion
moved the Comets to the 27 with 10 seconds left, and Milioto was sent back onto the field for a
second chance.

After nearly four minutes of icing the kicker, jersey No. 27 lined up for the biggest kick of his life.
The snap was high. The holder got it down just in time.

Milioto drilled the 44-yard field goal, sealing the Division Il Select State Championship for St.
Charles Catholic, an astonishing story of redemption written in the final seconds.

“I felt like | had lost us the game, and the next thing | know, I’'m back out there kicking the
game-winning field goal,” Milioto said afterward.

It was the wildest finish to a high school
football game | have ever witnessed, and
quite possibly the best ending in LHSAA Prep
Classic history.

From my vantage point, it was even more
remarkable.

As St. Charles mounted its late fourth-quarter
drive before the missed extra point, | shifted
into postgame preparation mode; staging
trophies, medals, and championship shirts,
ready to move to midfield the moment the
game ended. | walked to the 50-yard line on
the home side and told another staff member,
. “If he misses this extra point, the game is over
' and we need to be ready.”

| was right... kind of.

Milioto missed the kick, but the game was far from finished.

As he walked to the sideline, Milioto sat alone on the bench with his head in his hands, trying to
process the moment.

“After | missed it, | went and sat down. | honestly thought the game was over because | saw
there were only two timeouts left. I'm sitting there, and everyone starts yelling at me to get up.
I’'m thinking, ‘Why are they yelling?’ Then | look up and realize there’s still time and it’s third
down. | was confused. Something happened over there, so | started kicking into the net,” Milioto
said.
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| was about five yards behind Tyler on the bench when | noticed members of the St. Charles
staff prematurely packing up the kicking net. Everyone,including Tyler, thought it was over.

But as the chaos unfolded, his teammates rallied around him, lifting his spirits and reminding
him there was still hope.

After the shanked punt, Milioto was told to warm up. A field goal was imminent. He walked
toward the kicking net, only to find it zipped inside a bag. The staff quickly reopened it and
literally held the net upright so he could loosen up. That's what | call taking one for the team.

“| didn’t really feel anything emotionally. | was just thinking, ‘It can’t get much worse than what
just happened,” Milioto said. “When | kicked it, | saw it go in, but | don’t even remember what
happened after that. | just jogged out to kick off.”

On his mindset before the kick, Milioto added, “I didn’t really think about it. | knew it was a
40-something yarder, but | wasn’t thinking about whether it was going in or not. | was just going
to kick the ball and try to make it.”

Head coach Wayne Stein praised Milioto’s poise under pressure:

“One thing about Tyler, he loves the right hash. That was big. | told the staff we needed five
more yards, and that’s why we sprinted to the boundary. | trusted that it was his range and his
hash. He’s a kid we have a lot of confidence in. He’s kicked in a dome before and missed kicks
before, and | actually like that. Our kids are resilient.”

Moments later, it paid off.
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Milioto’s kick sailed through the uprights, and the same player who moments earlier sat alone in
disbelief now stood with his arms raised, celebrating the defining moment of his career.

Jeff Palermo said it best on the LHSAA Network broadcast:
“From Heartbreak to Hero.”

By Friday night, the game’s wild ending was already circulating across social media and digital
platforms. By Saturday morning, the story had been picked up by national outlets including
ESPN, SportsCenter, CBS Sports, Bleacher Report, and many others. With widespread sharing
and national coverage, it's safe to say the Comets’ unforgettable finish has now been seen by
millions.

This is an outstanding story that deserves to be told. It is yet another reminder of what makes
high school sports so special; passion, chaos, and the completely unexpected. Moments like
these happen at every level, but they feel more powerful in high school, made unforgettable by
the young student-athletes who live them in real time.

This is what high school sports is all about: making memories through competition with your
closest friends, all driven by pride in your school, your community, your city, and your state.

That’s why Tyler Milioto’s 35-second redemption story was The Best Thing | Saw at State.
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Author’s Note:In my role as the Director of Communications, | have the unique privilege of attending nearly all
sanctioned LHSAA State Championship events. Although the schedule is demanding, | have the privilege of seeing
student-athletes from all walks of life, united by two things: their participation in Louisiana high school sports and their
pursuit of a state championship. In my first year in this role, I've gained a deeper appreciation for high school athletics
and for all the dedication that goes into making each season and event possible.Although my current role involves
less writing than my previous positions, it has given me the opportunity to return to something I've always loved.
While much of my work now focuses on press releases and public statements, | also have the chance to reconnect
with my passion for feature writing, this time highlighting what | consider the purest form of sport: high school
athletics. The goal is to highlight the best thing | saw at each state championship and share the unknown stories
behind these events, capturing memorable moments for student-athletes, coaches, administrators, officials, and fans.
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